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Facilitator 
Introduction

ÅKeliann LaConte 

ÅBrooks Mitchell 

ÅClaire Ratcliffe
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Like an activity and think other library staff should 
ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎΚ 5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ 
modifications to make it better? Make sure to leave a 
review!





http://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/guide-on-the-side/

Check out STAR 
bŜǘΩǎ ΨGuide on the 
{ƛŘŜΩ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΗ



STEAM Learning in Public 
[ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΥ ! άDǳƛŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
{ƛŘŜέ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ LƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 
Learning 
Authored by Brooks Mitchell, Claire Ratcliffe, 
and Keliann LaConte

Association for Library Service 
ǘƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ό![{/ύ Children 
and Libraries journal; Vol 18, 
No 3 (2020)

journals.ala.org/index.php/cal/issue/view/773

Or 

bit.ly/2TdWcgK 

https://journals.ala.org/index.php/cal/issue/view/773


IdeaBoardzQuestion (pt. 1): 

bit.ly/31v6T2M

What is the best part about 
Fall? 



IdeaBoardzQuestion (pt. 2): 

https://bit.ly/2HoD3q2

²Ƙŀǘ ά{¢9!aέ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
can you think of for the Fall 
season? 



Open-Ended Question

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ά{¢9!aέ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
stands out and/or had a big impact?

Å Reflective question. Can share in chat if you want to. 

Å (Keep this in mind as we are going through STEAM 
Facilitation Pathways!) 



Agenda Overview

Å Intro/Icebreaker 
Å STEAM Learning Pathways 
ÅDǳƛŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛŘŜ άaƻǾŜǎέ 
Å Activity 
Å Poll/Discussion



Learning Expectations

.ŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ΨDǳƛŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛŘŜΩ 
philosophy and end with discussion

We are not library staff; we are counting 
on you all to share your experience! 



Facilitation Styles

Credit: Pioneer Library System



Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute



ÅFocus is on the instructor
ÅDelivers a lecture
ÅAudience as passive listeners

ά{ŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀƎŜέ



The Earth and the 
Moon



Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute



ά¢ǊƛǾƛŀ aŀǎǘŜǊέ 
(or Initiation-Response-Evaluation)

Facilitators

Patrons

Ask closed questions

Control discussion

Do majority of talking

Recall, list, recite, label

wŜǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘέ 
answers

Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute



Credit: NASA's Scientific Visualization Studio





Credit: Muhlenberg Community Library



/ǊŜŘƛǘΥ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 



Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute



άDǳƛŘŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ {ƛŘŜέ



Credit: Space Science Institute/African-American Research Library and Cultural Center 



Credit: Space Science Institute/African-American Research Library and Cultural Center 



Credit: Space Science Institute/High Plains Library District



Originally published Aug 11, 2015 © Click2SciencePD.org; University of NebraskaςLincoln



άDǳƛŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
{ƛŘŜΩΩ 

Strategies for Your 
STEM Programs

Credit: Space Science 
Institute



Credit: Space Science Institute

Create a safe learning 
environment



L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƪƴƻǿΧƭŜǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘ 
out together!



That is an 
interesting 

thought! How did 
you come up with 

it? 



Credit: Space Science Institute/High Plains Library District

Open-ended questions



What do you notice?

Can you tell me 
more?

Credit: Rolling Hills Consolidated Library





Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute



Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute



Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute



Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute



What did you observe?

Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute



Wait approximately 5 seconds after 
asking a question.

Respond to someone who took longer to 
form his or her thoughts.

Gives time for learners to think about 
and articulate their ideas.

Wait Time



/ǊŜŘƛǘΥ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 



Il lustration by Kevan Mills. Credit: Space Science Institute

ά¢ǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭƪέ


