
Planning a Night Sky Viewing at Your 

Library 

Presenters: Brooks Mitchell (STAR Net) and Keliann LaConte (STAR 

Net)

The webinar will begin at 2:00 p.m. (MT) and will be recorded. 

While you’re waiting: 

1) Find the toolbar – it will either be on the bottom or top of your 
Zoom window

2) Introduce yourself in the chat box 
3) Click audio “Join by Computer” – you won’t have microphone 

access



- Find the toolbar – it 
will either be on the 
bottom or top of your 
Zoom window. From 
here, you can pull up 
features like “Poll”, 
“Chat”, and “Q&A” 

- Default is “Active 
Speaker” … whoever 
is talking will be 
displayed primarily. 
Recommended 
speaker view. 

- Layout when 
screensharing: 

- Help: https://goo.gl/eF1Jgv

https://goo.gl/eF1Jgv


Today’s Agenda

1. Introduction and Reminders
2. Hands-on Activity: Big Dipper Star Clock 
3. What is a Night Sky Viewing?  
4. Hands-on Activity: Planet Party 
5. Hands-on Activity: Sky Heroes 
6. Hands-on Activity: What Do You See in 

Today’s Moon? 
7. Hands-on Activity: Constellation Detectives 
8. Q&A 



STAR Net Team Member 

Introduction 

• Keliann LaConte 

• Brooks Mitchell

• Stephanie Vierow-Fields 

• Claire Ratcliffe

• Greg Mosshammer   



Universe of Stories
Summer 2019

NASA@ My Library and STAR 
Net are partnering with the 

Collaborative Summer 
Library Program to support 

16,000 libraries.

Please join us!! 

What’s Next?



Join STAR Net!
www.starnetlibraries.org 

Professional development 

resources, including webinars, 

newsletters, blogs, forums, videos, 

and much more! 



FREE STAR Net Resources
(take a picture of this slide!)

180+ Activities Specifically for #STEMINLIB
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/

Upcoming and Archived Professional Development 
Webinars
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/webinars/

Monthly Newsletter
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/newsletters/

Upcoming STEM Events
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/upcoming-events/

STAR Net Blog (for library staff and written 
by library staff!) 
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/blog/

Partnership Resources
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/stem-in-
libraries/collaboration/partnership-
opportunities/

Community Dialogue Resources
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/
community-dialogues/

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/webinars/
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/newsletters/
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/blog/
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/stem-in-libraries/collaboration/partnership-opportunities/
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/community-dialogues/


For example: 
DIY Sun Cookies

Like an activity and think other library staff should know how great it is? Didn’t like 
an activity or have modifications to make it better? Make sure to leave a review!

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=73&controller=product&search_query=sun+cookies&results=1


Join STAR Net’s “Summer of Space” Page



Poll Question

•What US President started NASA?  



Big Dipper Star Clock 

• Find the time by using the 

stars! …or find the stars 

by using the time! 

• Face north; position the 

current month at the top 

of the clock 

• During Daylight Savings, 

add one hour 

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/astronomy-and-space/216-big-dipper-star-clock.html?search_query=big+dipper+star+clock&results=1


Poll Question

•Who has hosted a Night Sky Viewing? 



Poll Question

•Who has attended a Night Sky Viewing? 



Poll Question

•Who has looked through a telescope 
before? 



A Message From Solar System 

Ambassadors and the Night Sky 

Network 



Navigating NSN/SSA Resources 

https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/

https://solarsystem1.jpl.nasa.gov/ssa/home.cf
m

https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://solarsystem1.jpl.nasa.gov/ssa/home.cfm


Jupiter with four of its moons: Io, Europa, Ganymede and Callisto

Credit: NASA
https://nasa.tumblr.com/post/160203154374/whats-up-for-may

https://nasa.tumblr.com/post/160203154374/whats-up-for-may


Night Sky Viewing 
Events

Credit: Halfblu





Tip Sheet



Activity Guide: 
Discussion Prompts
• What color was it? 

• How many objects were there? How were 
they arranged?

• How have the planets moved through the 
night sky?



Sky Heroes

• Great pre-Night Sky Viewing Activity 

• Easy and fun to facilitate 

• Strong story-time tie-in 

• What constellation books have 
you used in the past? 

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/astronomy-and-space/218-sky-heroes-an-activity-reinventing-the-constellations.html?search_query=sky+heroes&results=1


Sky Heroes Extensions 

• Combine with the “Star Power” activity to project 
constellations! 

• Patrons create their own fictional hero and story, then 
create constellations 

• Let patrons experiment with a night sky simulator or 
augmented reality tool, such as Sky Walker or Google 
Sky 



What do you see in the Moon?

Credit: National Park Service/Patrick Myers



Goddard Visualization Studios 







Credit: NASA’s Scientific Visualization Studio
https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/4253

https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/4253


Constellation Detectives 

•Short, sweet, and cheap! 

•Good activity for: 
•Younger Patrons 
•Stations 
•Take-home 

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/astronomy-and-space/219-constellation-detectives.html?search_query=constellation&results=11

