
How Your Library Can Celebrate 

“Lights on Afterschool”
August 16, 2018 

Presenters: Brooks Mitchell and Dan Gilbert

The webinar will begin at 1:00 p.m. (MT) and will be recorded. 

While you’re waiting: 

1) Introduce yourself in the chat box and answer our poll question
2) Click audio “Join by Computer” – you won’t have microphone 

access
3) On the bottom toolbar, click on “Chat” and “Q&A” 



Today’s Agenda

• Introduction and Reminders

• Lights on Afterschool – Part 1 

•Afterschool STEM 

• Lights on Afterschool – Part 2 

•Q&A 



Join STAR Net!

Professional development 

resources, including webinars, 

newsletters, blogs, forums, videos, 

and much more! 



www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/webinars/

- Join an International Lunar Celebration!
- Thursday, September 6, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. (EDT), 3:00 p.m. 

(CDT), 2:00 p.m. (MDT), 1:00 p.m. (PDT)

- Out-of-this-World Engineering
- Wednesday, September 26, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. (EDT), 3:00 

p.m. (CDT), 2:00 p.m. (MDT), 1:00 p.m. (PDT)

Upcoming Webinars 

http://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/webinars/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CakRyRR4SqWBePwPpquvxg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qJS70QcPSc2wOeoFzpqv9g


Upcoming Conferences

• Association of Rural and Small Libraries 
• 9/13-9/15 

• Colorado Association of Libraries 
• 9/13-9/15 

• Association of Science and Tech Centers 
• 9/29 – 10/2 

• YALSA 
• 11/2 – 11/4 



For example: 
DIY Sun Cookies

Like an activity and think other library staff should know how great it is? Didn’t like 
an activity or have modifications to make it better? Make sure to leave a review!

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=73&controller=product&search_query=sun+cookies&results=1


Bringing STEM 
Home

• STEM Activity 
Clearinghouse Family 
Guides are a great way to 
send STEM into the homes 
of patrons

• Daylight in a Bottle
• Edible Destruction
• Make Your Own Zipline
• Balloon Rockets 

http://www.starnetlibraries.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Project-Build-Family-Guide-Daylight-in-a-Bottle.pdf
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/collections/DesignedToSurvive/Project-Build-Family-Guide-Edible-Destruction.pdf
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/collections/SpantasticBridges/Engineering-Family-Guide.pdf
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/BalloonRockets-FamilyGuide.pdf


Engineering 
Design 
Process



Thank you!  

STAR_Net 
www.starnetlibraries.org

www.facebook.com/STARLibraries
twitter.com/STARNet_Project

https://twitter.com/STARNet_Project


Lights On Afterschool:
Celebrating Educators 

throughout the Community



Speakers

Dan Gilbert
Project Manager
Afterschool Alliance
DGilbert@AfterschoolAlliance.org



Lights On Afterschool

Lights On Afterschool 
is a chance to 
celebrate what 
afterschool programs 
do to help families 
and communities.





http://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/STEM/Library-and-afterschool-partnerships.pdf











4-H National Youth Science Day



Lights On 101 (cont’d)

✓ Call attention to your program’s successes

✓ For community leaders to see your kids in action

✓ Highlight the need for more resources

✓ Start or solidify a relationship with elected officials

✓ Engage private sector and local business

✓ Get media coverage and develop media contacts

✓ Nurture new partnerships and funders

✓ Build awareness and goodwill in the community

✓ Give your children, your staff and parents something to

celebrate!

Why should I host a Lights On Afterschool event?



Lights On 101 (cont’d)

EASY STEPS
to planning a successful
Lights On Afterschool 
event!



Step 1: Register!

1
REGISTER!

Afterschoolalliance.org/loaHostEvent.cfm



Step 1: Register!

10 Free Posters

Weekly Lights On planning tips 
and tools

& Weekly prize giveaways

Be Counted!



Step 2

Plan Your Event
Afterschoolalliance.org/loaEventKit.cfm



Afterschoolalliance.org/loaEventKit.cfm



Step 2: Plan Your Event

Our Event Planning Guide has 
everything you need to:

• Help to think about your goals/needs
Get started with the “who, what, when & where”

• Showcase youth
Tips on involving youth in planning & celebration

• Involve Partners
Use your own or see our list of local supporters

• Sample Invitation to policy makers, business leaders 
and other community leaders!

http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loaEventKit.cfm



Step 2: Plan Your Event

Your invitation list:

✓ Youth & parents

✓ Policymakers and elected officials

✓ School staff

✓ Business leaders

✓ Community organizations

✓ Media

✓ Local celebrities - radio host, TV news personalities, local 

athletes



When & Where?

When?
Regular afterschool hours 

Evening for maximum parental involvement

Morning for media event 

Where?
School, program site, library

Indoors or outdoors

Museum, city hall, public park

Shopping mall, place of worship, etc.



Keys to Success

Build event around your goals

Make the most of existing relationships & 
resources

Involve youth & youth voice

Use Lights On Afterschool for outreach

facebook.com/afterschoolalliancedc
@afterschool4all  
#LightsOnAfterschool



Events can be Easy!

1.   Decorate light bulb art

2.   Host an open house

3. Put on a talent show

4. Plan a STEM Activity



Engaging Policy Makers

http://afterschoolalliance.org/loareachpolicy.cfm

• Invite them to your event

• Site visit

• Ask them to speak

• Give an award

• Proclamations

• Make afterschool an
election issue



Media Coverage

http://afterschoolalliance.org/loaMediaMain.cfm

Structure your event with the media in mind—visuals, 
timing, speakers

Create a media list

Use the media to invite the public to your event

Identify your key messages—and use them constantly!

Make your story appealing

Issue a news release and press kits

Don’t stop on Oct. 26!



Step 3

CELEBRATE!



Resources

Lights On Afterschool Resources:

Afterschool Alliance Website:
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/ 

Lights On Afterschool Homepage: 
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm

Register Your Event:
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loaHostEvent.cfm

Lights On Afterschool Event Planning Kit:
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loaEventKit.cfm



Questions?


