
Building a Better Program for 

Engineers Week
January 9, 2018 

Presenters: Brooks Mitchell and Keliann LaConte

The webinar will begin at 1:00 p.m. (MT) and will be recorded. 

While you’re waiting: 

1) Introduce yourself in the chat box and answer our poll question
2) Test your audio by clicking on “Meeting” and then “Audio Setup Wizard”. You 

will not need a mic for this webinar. 



Today’s Agenda
• Engineers Week Resources

• Engineering for All Ages 
• Windy City Tower 

• Strong Paper Structures

• Building a Local Connection
• Water Pollution Cleanup 

• Other “local” activity options 

• Bringing Engineering Home
• Clearinghouse Family Guides

• Zipline Challenge

• Q&A 



Thanks to Our Partners



Join STAR Net!

Professional development 

resources, including webinars, 

newsletters, blogs, forums, videos, 

and much more! 



• Engineers Week (Feb. 18-24) 

• Earth Day (April 22)

• NASA InSight Mission (May 5 and November 26) 

• Parker Solar Probe Launch (July 31) 

• Lights on Afterschool (October 25) 

• International Observe the Moon Night (October 20) 

STEM Events for 2018



STEM Events Landing Page





For example: 
DIY Sun Cookies

Like an activity and think other library staff should know how great it is? Didn’t like 
an activity or have modifications to make it better? Make sure to leave a review!

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=73&controller=product&search_query=sun+cookies&results=1


Upcoming Webinars
• Webinars are announced and archived at: 

http://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/webinars/

• STAR Net YouTube Channel

• January 10 at 1:00 pm (MT) – Project Outcome

• March 6 at 1:00 p.m. (MT) – Celebrate 60 Years of Earth 
Observations with NASA

http://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/webinars/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAlTEzl-kWDOrWf6-GBvpYQ
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/event/project-outcome/
https://events-na1.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/2329397269/en/events/event/shared/default_template/event_registration.html?sco-id=2416621445&_charset_=utf-8


Other Resources
Clearinghouse Collections
Spantastic Bridges

Featured Video

Book List

Designed to Survive

Featured Video

Book List

Clean Up Our World

Featured Video

Book List

Power From Nature

Featured Video

Book List

Dream Big Assets
Dream Big Logo
Promotional Materials
Dream Big Photos
Dream Big Videos

DiscoverE
Engineers Week Landing Page

Past Webinars
Dream Big to Build a Better World (12/14/16)
Playful Building Webinars (3/1/17)
Hands-on Fun from STAR Net (11/8/17)
STEM Events for Your Library’s 2018 
Programming (12/14/17) 

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_category=136&controller=category
https://youtu.be/dql-D6JQ1Bc
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/engineers-week/
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_category=137&controller=category
https://youtu.be/cY7iviX37-E
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/engineers-week/
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_category=139&controller=category
https://youtu.be/4VnPo_0ATgE
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/engineers-week/
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_category=140&controller=category
https://youtu.be/cQCHvO2H0_0
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/engineers-week/
http://www.discovere.org/dreambig/media-assets
http://www.discovere.org/dreambig/media-assets
http://www.discovere.org/dreambig/media-assets
http://www.discovere.org/dreambig/media-assets
https://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCFRBUKV8kU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjdADUm5_0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQ22X4AGAxM&t=1921s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQwFOkwZ_Ko&t=1917s


Be Creative…Be an Engineer!

Design Process 
Graphic Link

http://www.starnetlibraries.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Ready-Set-Create-Logo.jpg


Engineering for All Ages: 
Windy City Tower



Engineering for All Ages: 
Windy City Tower









Building Local Connections
What environmental problems does your community face? 

• Flooding?
• Hurricanes?
• Tornadoes?
• Landslides?
• Earthquakes?
• Fires?
• Pollution?

How can/does engineering help those problems? 



Building Local Connections: 
Taking on Pollution
• Who Dirtied the Water? 

• Highlighted in the Hands-on Fun from STAR Net Webinar 
Recording (20 minute mark)

• Good lead-in for Water Pollution Cleanup and Low Tech 
Water Filter

• Great activity to “set the scene”

• Customizable for local connections 

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=170&controller=product&search_query=dirt&results=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQ22X4AGAxM&t=113s
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=172&controller=product&search_query=water+pollution+cleanup&results=1
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=36&controller=product&search_query=filter&results=1


Water Pollution Cleanup 



Other Local Connection 
Activity Ideas

• Surviving Storm Surge

• Edible Destruction

• Mini-Landslide

• Building for Hurricanes

• Daylight in a Bottle

• Puff Mobiles

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=165&controller=product
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=167&controller=product
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=168&controller=product
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=98&controller=product&search_query=hurricane&results=6
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=175&controller=product
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=111&controller=product


Bringing 
Engineering Home

• STEM Activity 
Clearinghouse Family 
Guides are a great way to 
send STEM into the 
homes of patrons
• Daylight in a Bottle

• Edible Destruction

• Make Your Own Zipline

http://www.starnetlibraries.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Project-Build-Family-Guide-Daylight-in-a-Bottle.pdf
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/collections/DesignedToSurvive/Project-Build-Family-Guide-Edible-Destruction.pdf
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/collections/SpantasticBridges/Engineering-Family-Guide.pdf


Engineering 
Family Guide: 

Make Your Own 
Zipline



Thank you!  

STAR_Net 
www.starnetlibraries.org

www.facebook.com/STARLibraries
twitter.com/STARNet_Project

https://twitter.com/STARNet_Project

