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What is Civil Engineering?

ÅPoll



Civil Engineering

Civil engineers design, build, and maintain the foundation for 

our modern societyïour roads and bridges, drinking water 

and energy systems, sea ports and airports, and the 

infrastructure for a cleaner environment, to name just a few.

Think of a civil engineer when you:

Å Turn on your tap to take a shower or drink 
clean water

Å Flick on your lights and open your refrigerator

Å Drive to work on roads and bridges through 
synchronized traffic lights

Å Take mass transit or take a flight for a vacation

Å Toss your empty coffee cup in the recycling bin



What makes an engineering 
activity?
ÅA problem to solve

ÅConstraints such as 
time or equipment 
allowed

ÅOpen-ended solution

ÅExample: paper 
bridge



Resources for a Librarian

ÅFinding presenters

ÅFinding activities



Finding local STEM presenters

ÅSTEM professionals 
already use your library. 
Find them by putting up a 
recruitment flyer.

ÅMake connections with 
the local school systemôs 
science teachers. 

ÅSome teachers may be 
willing to conduct a 
presentation themselves.

ÅLook for local hobby 
groups in astronomy, 
rocketry, rocks and 
minerals. 



Finding an Civil Engineer



Jeannine Finton
jfinton@asce.or
g



Finding Other Engineers and 
STEM Professionals

ACS American Chemical Society Acs.org

AISES American Indian Science and Engineering Societyaises.org

AIAA American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronauticshttps://www.aiaa.org/

AIChE American Institute of Chemical Engineers http://www.aiche.org/

ASABE American Society of Agricultural and Biological

Engineers

http://www.asabe.org

ASCE American Society of Civil Engineers http://www.asce.org/

ANS American Nuclear Society http://www.ans.org/

ASME American Society of Mechanical Engineers https://www.asme.org/

EWB-USA Engineers Without Borders USA http://www.ewb-usa.org/

IEEE-USA Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers https://www.ieeeusa.org/

ISA International Society of Automation https://www.isa.org/

NAE National Academy of Engineering http://www.linkengineering.org/

NACE 

International

Formerly known as: National Association of 

Corrosion Engineers

http://www.nace.org/

NSBE National Society of Black Engineers http://www.nsbe.org/home.aspx

NSPE National Society of Professional Engineers http://www.nspe.org/

SAME Society of American Military Engineers http://www.same.org/

SHPE Society for Hispanic Professional Engineers Shpe.org

AIME The American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical, 

and Petroleum Engineers

http://www.aimehq.org/

SWE Society of Women Engineers http://swe.org/

Women in Biology http://www.womeninbio.org
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Guiding a New Volunteer

ÅPlan the program 
together. As a librarian 
you probably have 
experience with the 
audience and can guide 
the experience.

ÅSet clear time limits. 

ÅKeep the focus on an 
activity, or end by 
showing the presenterôs 
unusual collection. 

ÅAllowing kids to move 
around, experiment, 
and/or touch objects is 
important!


