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Thanks to Our Sponsors



Join STAR_Net!

Professional development 

resources, including webinars, 

newsletters, blogs, forums, 

videos, and much more! 



Professional Development Resources

International Observe the Moon 

Night 
• October 4th at 2:00 p.m. (MT)

How-To Videos for 

Activities
Scale Model of Sun and Earth

Upcoming Conferences
MPLA, ASTC, and more! 

Archived Webinars
Busy? See what you missed!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-TdpeSZStg
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/conferences/
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/resources/webinars/


For example: 
DIY Sun Cookies

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/index.php?id_product=73&controller=product&search_query=sun+cookies&results=1


Reminders
Follow us on Social Media! 

• Facebook.com/STARLibraries

• @STARNet_Project

Sign up for our newsletter 

Certificate of Attendance via SurveyMonkey Link 

http://www.starnetlibraries.org/register/


Agenda

1. Afterschool landscape

2. Sneak peek of report

3. Lights On Afterschool

4. Useful STEM resources

5. STAR_Net next steps

Photo courtesy of the Franklin Institute, PA



Afterschool 
Landscape



Defining “afterschool”
A program that a child regularly attends that provides a 
supervised, enriching environment in the hours after the 
school day ends, typically around 3 p.m. These programs are 
different from individual activities such as sports, special 
lessons, or hobby clubs, and different from childcare facilities 
that provide supervision but not enrichment.



Afterschool Providers

Community-Based 
Organizations

Religious-based 
organizations, local 
community centers, 
public housing centers, 
immigrant or refugee 
service providers, etc.

National Providers

Others

City-run afterschool 
programs through your Parks 
& Recreation Department or 
Police Athletic League.

The Connectory

• Database of STEM program 
providers looking for partners & 
resources

• Post your programs to the parent 
portal

School-Based Sites

Unique to every community!



Millions of kids attend afterschool programs

• Attendance & demand much 
higher in low-income, 
African-American, & Latino 
households

• America After 3PM is a 
household survey of how 
kids spend the hours after 
school

• State numbers available



Parents say their kids attend afterschool here:
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Diverse opportunities for kids





Photo courtesy of 
Woodcraft Rangers, CA



How is afterschool unique?
Youth Development Goals

• Empowering young people

• Socio-emotional learning

• Positive relationships with adults

• Non-academic skills like leadership, 
confidence, teamwork, 21st Century

Approach to Learning*

• Hands-on, experiential

• Project-based

• Experimentation & failure

• New entry points to topics

• Connected to communities, home 
cultures, and student knowledge & 
experiencesEnvironment

• Low-stakes

• Flexible in time and space

• Community partnerships

RESOURCE: What does youth 
development look like in practice?

http://www.afterschoolsystems.org/content/document/detail/4060/


System-builders for afterschool

State & Local

National 
Organizations

National Afterschool Association National Summer 
Learning Association

Statewide Afterschool Networks 
Funded by C.S. Mott

City / Regional Intermediaries
e.g. Every Hour Counts

Afterschool Alliance



About the Afterschool Alliance

POLICY & ADVOCACY RESEARCH FIELD-BUILDING

Federal policy impacting 
youth & families

Synthesize research & 
evaluation

Partnerships with like-
minded groups

Annual day on Capitol Hill: 
Afterschool for All Challenge

Issue briefs & reports Best practices & 
innovative models

Grassroots advocacy: 
Lights On Afterschool

Collect data:
America After 3PM

Webinars, blogs, toolkits, 
and more



Afterschool - library 
partnerships
Sneak peek of our findings!



Survey Highlights

365
afterschool 
providers

98%
believed there 
are benefits to 
partnering with 
public libraries

74%
have worked 
with a public 
library before



Geographic areas served by programs

45%

36%

16%

Rural

Suburban

Urban



Number of students across all program sites

31%

44%

12%

16%

Less than 100

101-500

501-1,000

Greater than 1,000



Ages of students served

36%

64%

91%

22%

High school

Middle school

Elementary school

Pre-K



What are afterschool programs and libraries 
doing together?
Summer reading or summer learning initiative. 65%

Library visit (e.g. to check out books, use computers, see an exhibit, etc.) 58%

Special events (such as a family night, Maker Faire, or other themed event) 48%

Librarian outreach 43%

Visited library for an education program 41%

Science, technology, engineering or math (STEM) education 29%

Book share or donation. 25%

Curriculum development or support (any topic). 18%

Professional development (library staff training afterschool educators) 11%

Other 5%



Many partnerships included multiple activities
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Challenges & Opportunities 
for Partnership

1. Proximity & travel

2. Ideas of what to do together

3. Making contact & connections

4. Improved communication

5. Changing perceptions

6. Better understanding of shared goals

• Particularly for the 26% who hadn’t partnered before Photo courtesy of Ypsilanti 
District Library, MI



Most programs that partnered with a 
library, have one close by.

49%

22%

14%

12%

6%

1%

1%

Yes, it's within walking distance.

Yes, but by car or bus only.

Yes, via public transportation.

Multiple program sites with different…

Other

No, it's too far to travel to.

No, travel conditions are unsafe.



But it can be a barrier, and travelling to the 
library isn’t always the best option.

Of those who haven’t 
partnered before:

• 24% report no public 
library close by

• 41% are unable to find 
a transportation 
solution to visit the 
library

Of those who have partnered, stated the 
following related challenges:
Transportation
Difficulty or inability to acquire 
transportation to or from the local library.

19%

Logistics
Scheduling challenges or program rules that 
prevented partnership. 

16%

Student Behavior
Concerns surrounding students being loud, 
or not responsible with library materials.

7%



KEY: 
Partnership 
ideas that don’t 
require 
transporting 
afterschool 
students to the 
library. Photo courtesy of Frederick 

County Library, MD



What can support and grow afterschool-
library partnerships?
NEED DESCRIPTION PERCENT

Knowledge of 

library offerings
Regular or timely communications of available programming or services. 29%

Educational 

programming &

PD

Specific types of education programing tailored for the needs of 

afterschool programs or expertise supports for afterschool staff
28%

Library contact
Knowing who to reach out to at the library, opportunities to make 

connections and build relationships
24%

Other Answers did not fit within the other categories. 18%

Funding Funding for partnerships or joint activities, or ideas for funding sources 16%

Ideas for 

partnership
Activity or partnership ideas, models, or tips 14%

Transportation Addressing challenges to transporting students to the library 7%

Understanding of 

shared goals

Learning more about libraries’ institutional goals and where they overlap 

with the afterschool program
3%



STEM Partnerships

• Of those who’ve worked with a 
public library before, only 29% have 
done STEM.

• Of those who hadn’t worked with a 
public library, 63% had not 
considered a partnership in STEM.

I thought of them more 

as a literacy resource.

I wasn't aware 

libraries had STEM.“ ” Photo courtesy of Ypsilanti 
District Library, MI



Ways to partner around STEM

IDEAS DESCRIPTION
PERCEN

T

Traditional library 

supports

Curating book lists, helping kids with research literacy, reading and writing, 

library visits, participating in library public programming, resources general
58%

On-site programming

Library staff outreach, on-site to the afterschool program. Typically implied 

that library staff would bring the activity, student materials, and facilitate the 

lesson.

39%

PD Proving professional development or expertise in STEM to afterschool staff. 21%

Tech access & literacy Access to internet and computers, or helping students with related literacies. 15%

STEM experts & 

volunteers

Coordinating or bringing in STEM experts, including topical speakers, STEM 

professionals, or community volunteers with STEM expertise.
12%

Collaboration
Coming together to share expertise and collaborate. Answers indicated a two-

way relationship, rather than a one-way provision of services.
11%

Parent engagement 

or evening events
Explicit mention of engaging parents, or offering evening events. 10%

Making / Tinkering Provide making or tinkering activities, including 3-D printing 10%

Physical space The library building offers a larger or more suitable for hands-on STEM. 7%



Set up a meeting!
• Establish the right contact.

• Identify both parties’ needs and goals.

• Overview current offerings.

• Gather ideas together and get creative!





Lights On 
Afterschool 
is a chance to celebrate 
what afterschool 
programs do to help 
families & communities.



Official theme for 2017!



Many reasons to host an event
✓ Call attention to the program’s successes

✓ For community leaders to see kids in action

✓ Highlight the need for more resources

✓ Start or solidify a relationship with elected officials

✓ Engage private sector and local business

✓ Get media coverage and develop media contacts

✓ Nurture new partnerships and funders

✓ Build awareness and goodwill in the community

✓ Give children, staff and parents something to celebrate!



How can you get involved?

Find a Lights On Afterschool
celebration in your area 

to find out what 
your community is up to.



Find an event



What can you do?

There are lots of ways to get involved!

• Ask to set up a table where you can 
share resources about how your library 
supports youth in the community.

• Volunteer to host their Lights On 
Afterschool celebration at your library!



Other partnership ideas

• Host a Read-Along event with afterschool 
programs and local officials

• Have a library open house

• Highlight STEM-themed activities in a science 
fair

• Work with afterschool programs to reach out 
to other possible partners in your area, like 
businesses, museums, or science centers



Help with outreach

• Put up Lights On Afterschool
posters in the library

• Send out a newsletter to your 
members inviting them and letting 
them know you’re involved

• Do collaborative outreach with the 
program to get policy makers and 
the media to show up



There’s no wrong way to 
get involved.

You don’t have to do a lot –
every little bit helps.

Connect today!



Lights On Afterschool Resources

Afterschool Alliance Website:
www.afterschoolalliance.org

Lights On Afterschool Homepage: 
www.afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm

Register Your Event:
www.afterschoolalliance.org/loaHostEvent.cfm

Lights On Afterschool Event Planning Kit:
www.afterschoolalliance.org/loaEventKit.cfm



Resources 
to borrow



Successful programs do these things:

• ENGAGE young people intellectually, 
academically, socially, and emotionally. 

• RESPOND to young people’s interests, 
experiences, and cultural practices.

• CONNECT STEM learning in out-of-
school, school, home, and other settings.



What’s reasonable for kids to learn?

1. Develop an interest in STEM 
and STEM learning activities

2. Develop a capacity to 
productively engage in STEM 
learning activities

3. Come to value the goals of 
STEM and STEM learning 
activities









Next steps with STAR_Net

• Guide with rich descriptions 
of partnerships

• Partnership spotlights

• Work with Global Family 
Research Project



Thank you!


