
Thursday, Oct. 15
3:00 PM Mountain Time

This webinar will be recorded



Welcome & Introductions
Becca Boland
iREAD Content and Development Manager
bboland@ila.org

Claire Ratcliffe Adams
Space Science Institute
cratcliffe@spacescience.org

Brooks Mitchell
Space Science Institute
bmitchell@spacescience.org

mailto:bboland@ila.org
mailto:cratcliffe@spacescience.org
mailto:bmitchell@spacescience.org


Agenda



Icebreaker
What book world would you live in?





Mission Statement
Science fiction encourages us to dream big, take risks, and imagine 

a future enhanced by human innovation. Libraries make 
contemporary technology accessible and provide access to stories 
that encourage patrons of all ages to explore a world greater than 
themselves. The beauty of science fiction is that there is a niche 
for everyone; whether you want robot butlers, dream of a solar-

powered utopia, or yearn for time travel. These stories have 
brought us into the furthest reaches of space, shrunk us down so 
that we can explore the jungle of our own backyards, and helped 
readers to examine what it means to lead a human life on Earth. 

With iREAD 2027: Reading Expands Our Universe, we invite 
libraries and their patrons to dream big, take risks, and enjoy a 

summer of exploration and imagination.



Adaptable Aliens

• Age Group: 4 and 
above

• Time to Complete 
Activity:10-20 minutes

Patrons learn about 
ocean animal adaptations 
on Earth, then build their 
own organism from 
another ocean world in 
our solar system or 
beyond!



Adaptable Aliens
Activity Guide includes:
• Reference images of ocean animals
• Table sign w/instructions (English 

and Spanish)
• Suggested material list
• Short NASA video

Can be modified for 
different animal adaptations!



Strange New Planet



What’s the Point?





Strange New Planet Clearinghouse Reviews



UV Kid

Age Group: 6-12 years old

Time to Complete Activity: 40 minutes to 1 hour

Materials Cost: $10-20

Patrons use common craft materials and ultraviolet 
(UV)-sensitive beads to construct a person (or dog or 
imaginary creature):  UV Kid! They use sunscreen, foil, 
paper, and more to test materials that might protect UV 
Kid — and ourselves! — from being exposed to too 
much UV radiation. 



UV Kid

• Age Group: 6-12 years old
• Time to Complete Activity: 40 minutes to 1 hour





Discussion

Share in the chat:

What are you most 
excited about for 
iREAD’s 2027 theme?
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