
iREAD: Plant a Seed, 
Read!

Monday, May 21
10:00 AM Mountain Time

This webinar will be recorded
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Brooks Mitchell
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iREAD Content and Development Manager
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Agenda
• Icebreaker
• iREAD 2026 Summer Theme 

Overview
• NASA Highlight: Artemis Moon Trees
• GLOBE Observer: Trees
• NASA Highlight: Growing Beyond 

Earth
• Hands-on Activity: Life on Mars? 

Nurturing Life
• Rewilding Activities
• Discussion and Q&A



Icebreaker

Share in the chat:
What is the most unique 
plant you have ever grown?





Mission Statement 

Plant a Seed, Read is rooted in the concept of farm 

to table. A farm grows food that nourishes our 

bodies; a library grows ideas that nourish our 

minds. Both food and stories connect us to our 

family, culture, economy, and ecology. iREAD 2026: 

Plant a Seed, Read will provide a context for 

exploring culture, history, science, health, and 

human connection. 



NASA - GLOBE (pg. 319-233)



NASA Highlight: Apollo and 
Artemis Moon Trees

• More than a half-century ago, NASA astronaut 
Stuart Roosa, the command module pilot for 
the Apollo 14 mission and a former U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Forest Services smoke 
jumper, carried tree seeds into lunar orbit. The 
Apollo 14 Moon Trees were grown into seedlings 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest 
Services and eventually disseminated to national 
monuments and dignitaries around the world, 
with a large number distributed as part of the 
nation’s bicentennial event.

• In a nod to the legacy of Apollo 14, and a 
celebration of the future of space exploration with 
NASA’s Artemis Program, a “New generation” of 
Moon Tree seeds traveled into lunar orbit aboard 
the Orion spacecraft. The seeds 
travelled thousands of miles beyond the Moon 
spending about 4 weeks in space before returning 
to Earth.

• See Artemis Moon Tree Stewards (including 
libraries!) here: https://www.nasa.gov/learning-
resources/artemis-i-moon-tree-stewards/ 

• Apollo Moon Tree Locations can be found: 
https://science.nasa.gov/resource/apollo-moon-
trees/ 
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GLOBE Observer: Trees
Kristen Weaver
Crowd Sourcing Program Analyst



The GLOBE Program
Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment 

(GLOBE) is a 30 year old program enabling participants in 

127 countries to collect data and upload their observations to 

a freely accessible database. 

Sponsored by: Supported by:



GLOBE Observer, the app of the GLOBE Program



NASA has a unique view 
of Earth from space. 

Your view is unique, too.
Contribute to NASA’s incredible library of Earth science data 

using the GLOBE Observer app.



Hundreds of tree seeds orbited the 
Moon during the Apollo 14 mission. 
Trees grown from these seeds were 

planted across the US in the 70s.

Trees play an important role in the global carbon cycle. As 
they grow, they absorb carbon from the atmosphere.

Greenbelt, MD

Trees



● Tilt your phone to measure the angle between the top and 
bottom of the tree.

● Count your steps while walking to the base of the tree.

● The app will calculate the height of the tree for you.

With the height, circumference, and species, 
you can estimate how much carbon is stored 
by an individual tree using a tool like iTree.

Trees Continued



NUBE is a card game designed to help 
people learn the different cloud types.

Toolkit for Informal 
Educators

● Activities and Demonstrations
● Videos and Presentations
● Printables and Promotional Materials
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observer.globe.gov/toolkit



NASA 
Highlight: 
Growing 
Beyond Earth
Jemma Peterson



Hands-on Activity: Life on Mars? Nurturing 
Life



Rewilding Activity 
Collection

• Hands-on STEM activities 
relating to nature

• Celebrate biodiversity
• Hone observation skills
• Developed in partnership 

with HHMI’s Tangled Bank 
Studios and SciStarter

https://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org



Rewilding Activities

For Patrons: A Guide 
to help nature reclaim 
its space

Library Facilitation Guide Create a Sign Bioblitz at the Library

Additional hands-on nature STEM activities!



Discussion

Share in the chat:

What are you most excited 
about for iREAD’s Plant a 
Seed, Read summer 
theme?



Thank you!
Any questions?
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