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Be part of 2.50 Million 
Acts of Science during 
America250!

Citizen Science Month 2026



Welcome! 
In the chat
Share your name, location and what 
you’re hoping to get out of today’s 
webinar?

Answer the poll
What best describes your role today?
Have you participated in CSM in the 
past?

SciStarter Ambassador Kelly K hosts a citizen 
science table at her local farmers market!



Who are we?



SciStarter.org/login 

http://scistarter.org/login


Building Capacity for Citizen 
Science 

Get involved today by joining SciStarter and the 
Citizen and Community Science Library Network!

● SciStarter.org/login  
● SciStarter.org/go/library-network   

http://scistarter.org/login
http://scistarter.org/go/library-network


Building Capacity for Citizen 
Science 

https://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/



Our Common 
GoalWe’re here to help people 
connect with science through 
hands-on, community-powered 
experiences. 

You’re helping your community 
act on science, not just learn 
about it—and that’s powerful!



Goals for today

1. Discover easy ways to incorporate Acts of 
Science into your current programming

2. Prepare for Citizen Science Month (April) 
and America250/America Gives

3. Access ongoing support and resources to 
engage your communities in real-world 
science! 



Acts of Science
What is an Act of Science ? 
It’s a real, measurable contribution to ongoing scientific 
research—often called “citizen science,” open to anyone, 
anywhere. 

What does it look like in action?
Tracking bird migration. Counting pollinators. Reporting 
street flooding. Transcribing museum labels. Measuring 
light pollution. Every action helps scientists understand 
our world.

Why do people get involved? 
Some join to give back. Others are driven by curiosity or 
the thrill of discovery. And for many, it’s a personal 
mission.



Which of these is an Act of Science?
There may be more than one answer. 

Tree Planting Day

Take a photo 
of a plant 
during a 
nature hike 
and upload to  
INaturalist

Organize a 
beach 
clean up 

Plant a 
pollinator 
garden to 
increase 
pollinator 
activity

Find and report 
mosquito 
habitats to 
GLOBE Observer

A
B

C D



Want to go deeper?

Online, 
Self-Guided 
Trainings
Build your confidence and increase 
engagement and retention via online 
training, resources and support from 
SciStarter team members. SciStarter.org/Training 

http://scistarter.org/Training


Upcoming National 
Campaigns

Citizen Science Month (April)
Everyone is invited to join the 2.50 Million Acts 
of Science Challenge this April 2026. Let’s 
make history together, one act of science at a 
time.

America250/America Gives
The US will commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence all year in 2026. 

SciStarter is an official partner of America Gives, the 
largest volunteer effort in US history!
https://pages.scistarter.org/library-america250/



Citizen Science Month (April)

2.50 Million 
Acts of 
Science 

Events 
Facilitators

Project 
Scientists

SciStarter does all 
the heavy lifting! 

To ensure your Acts of Science 
are included for America Gives: 
✓ Add your April Events
✓ Report back when the time 

comes: attendance #s and 
estimated Acts

The 
Public



Acts of Science: 
Then & Now

Quiz Time: 



America250 Connections



You don’t have to start from scratch. 
Here are some ways others have done it:

Integrating Acts of 
Science 



Integrating Acts of 
Science Montana State University 

Pollinator Event
From ongoing 

displays, book lists, to 
short term events, to 

circulating citizen 
science kits



Integrating Acts of 
Science Edelman Fossil Park Museum

 Citizen Science Sundays



Integrating Acts of 
Science Burton Barr Central Library

Introduction to Citizen Science Workshop

Find resources for
your programs on 

SciStarter.org/Library

http://scistarter.org/Library


Resources for 
Facilitators

- Promotional Toolkit
- Flyers, Posters, Bookmarks, Sticker Designs
- Free online trainings
- Program planning guides, 
- April Event Calendar

- Monthly meet ups on Zoom
- Access to volunteers/Ambassadors
- Plug and Play events & programs



SciStarter Ambassadors
● Search for Ambassadors 

in your area
● Reach out for 

programming advice and 
support!



Acts of Science: 
ConnectedMany places. One purpose. 

Acts that advance science.

Citizen Science Month 2026  
Programming Alert!



Acts of Science: Connected
Many Places. One purpose. Acts that advance science. 

● Four, weekly global events in April
● Real-time participation in four different projects
● We’ll do the heavy lifting (hosting project scientist, 

producing Zoom event, and more)...you just provide the 
space and participants and log into Zoom!

● Turnkey Planning & Promotional Resources

Example: Libraries hosted events and Zoomed into a Stall 
Catchers/SciStarter meeting with the project scientist. Attendees 
performed the equivalent of 3.5 months of lab research time 
during that single event!



Project Implementation 
Spotlight: CoCoRaHs



CoCoRaHS
“Crowdsourcing Precipitation Data”



CoCoRaHS



CoCoRaHS Guide
Simple, easy-to-handle, 

low-cost equipment



CoCoRaHS
Six easy steps:

1. Visit the project page to read through the basics: 
SciStarter.org/go/cocorahs 

2. Click “visit” to sign up at www.cocorahs.org
3. Obtain a rain gauge (info on website)
4. View the “training slide show” or attend a training 

session
5. Set up the gauge in a good location
6. Start observing precipitation and report online (daily 

is optimal)

How can 
you 
become 
part of the 
network?

http://scistarter.org/go/cocorahs
http://www.cocorahs.org




Collaboration 
between scientists, 
Indigenous science 
educators, learning 
researchers, 
informal educators, 
and library staff.



We are Water Project Partnership
Southern Ute Indian Tribe Cultural 
Preservation Department 
• Lorelei Cloud
• Shelly Thompson
• Ute elders

Navajo Nation Educators and Elders
• Vikki Tomas
• Lorraine Redday

Laguna Pueblo
• Kyle Swimmer

 

Library Partners 

•Lafayette Public Library in Lafayette (CO)
•Aztec Public Library in Aztec (NM)
•Navajo Nation Museum, Navajo Nation Library
•Pine River Library in Bayfield (CO)
•Montrose Regional Library in Montrose (CO)
•Zuni Tribal Archives in Pueblo of Zuni 
•Ignacio Community Library in Ignacio (CO)
•Page Public Library in Page (AZ)
•Cortez Public Library in Cortez (CO) 
•Mesa County Public Library in Grand Junction 
(CO)

•Hopi Public Library (AZ)
•Alamosa Public Library (CO)



Four-Piece Library 
Exhibit

• Interactive

• Translation materials 
include English, Spanish, 

Navajo and Ute where 
applicable



Learning Resources: Take and Make Kits
Be a Water Detective Be a Water Ecosystem Hero Be a Water Historian

English | Spanish English | Spanish English | Spanish
Navajo & English

Waffle Gardens

English | Spanish

https://wearewater.colorado.edu



Learning Resources: Be a Water Historian

English | Spanish
Navajo

Interview and record stories 
from a family member, teacher, 
friend, or community member



Be a Water Historian
What you will need:

● Pen or pencil to write your 
questions

● “Brainstorm Your Interview” 
Guide

● A family, friend, or 
community member to 
interview

● Smartphone, tablet, or 
computer to record



Next Steps



Calls to Action
1. Join SciStarter
2. Join the Citizen and 

Community Science Library 
Network

3. Take the Foundations 
Training

4. Participate in upcoming calls 



Here’s what is ahead

Fall 2025
Listen & 

Brainstorm

Winter 2026
Train and 
Prepare

Spring 2026
Act

Summer 2026
Celebrate



Join us in October

Date: October 15, 2025 
Time:  12PM PT/ 3PM ET
Register: 
SciStarter.org/acts-of-science-october2025 

Acts of Science:
Make Every Program Count this 

April 

http://scistarter.org/acts-of-science-october2025

