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Agenda

• Welcome!
• About SciGirls
• Role Model Strategies 
• Using Role Models in Programs
• Role Model Videos
• Questions



ICEBREAKER!

Who is Your Role Model?
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About SciGirls
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Demetrius
TV show and outreach program produced at Twin Citeis PBS and shown nationwide. Our goal is (read goal)



Our Approach
• On TV 
 – national PBS Kids series

• Online 
 – safe, social networking website

• On the Ground 
 – activities and professional 

development

Everything is grounded in the SciGirls Strategies!
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We're a national TV show on PBS KIDS, we have a kid-facing website with games and activiteis on pbskids.org, and we do teacher-facing things like what you are attending now.




Have you used role models in 
your library progams?



Using Role Models in Programs

What is a Role Model?
• Short term interaction
• Role models need not (and 

in fact often do not) have 
any prior relationship with 
the students whom they 
are influencing



Role Models 
Strategies



Role Model Visits
• Be sure to connect with your role 

model before they visit with your 
program!
– Keep in mind this might be their 

first time talking to a youth group. 

• Educators should read the SciGirls Role 
Model Strategies guide so they are 
familiar with role model best 
practices, too.



Role Model Visits
• Prepare your youth before the role 

model visit!
– Tell them a little about the role 

model
– Brainstorm questions they would 

like to ask!

• Families benefit from meeting role 
models too! Consider inviting your 
role model to attend the family 
event.



Role Model Visits

• Encourage interaction!
– Invite your role model to 

participate in an activity with 
the youth or have them lead 
an activity!

– Have the youth share their 
projects with the role model 
and invite feedback!



Role Model Visits
• If your role model is visiting 

virtually, keep these things in mind:
– Be sure your role model can 

see all the youth in the 
program - it will be easier for 
them to interact if they can see 
each other’s faces and read 
reactions!

– Encourage your role model to 
share photos and use props, 
even if they are virtual!



Where to Find Role Models

• Check with local colleges
• Reach out to local businesses
• solarsystem.nasa.gov/solar-system-ambassadors/directory
• iamascientist.info/educators

Other recommendations?



Role Model Videos
The SciGirls Collection

Find more role model videos at: scigirlsconnect.org/resource_topic/role-model-profiles



Using Role Model Videos in Your 
Program 

• Watch Videos Ahead of Time
• Introduce key themes and 

vocabulary.
• Focus learning with questions 

or key ideas.
• Make it Meaningful

Before You Press Play



Using Role Model Videos in Your 
Program 

• Press Pause
• Watch-Think-Share
• Pair with an activity!

While You Watch



Activities!

pbslearningmedia.org/collection/scigirlsclearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org



Questions?
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