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FIN-TASTIC FUN! 
BLUE WHALE TAIL MURAL  ACTIVITY

Overview:
Blue whales are the largest animals ever to have lived. They can grow 
up to 100 feet long and weigh as much as 150 tons. Blue whales use 
their powerful tails to propel themselves across thousands of miles of 
ocean. In this activity, participants will be able to experience exactly 
how big a blue whale’s tail can grow by working together to create 
a life-sized mural. This activity works well as a passive program or 
facilitated program.

Target Age: 
Family, Multigenerational, 
Pre-K, Early Elementary, Upper 
Elementary, Tweens (9-12), Teens, 
Adults

Prep Time: 
1 hour

Activity Duration: 
20-40 minutes, passive

Perfect for: 
Open space indoors, libraries, 
unused hallways

Completed Mural example

Materials and Set-Up:
•	Flat wall space of at least 26ftx10ft (pick a space with room to 

place tables for coloring stations)

•	Printer

•	2 copies of the printed blue whale tail mural

•	Double-sided-tape

	� Double-sided-tape works well so the sheets don’t have to 
be taped up immediately. If double-sided tape doesn’t work 
for your wall space you can try:

	� Reusable adhesive (Blue Tack)

	� Painters tape

•	Crayons, markers, and/or colored pencils

•	Layout instructions (included in this activity guide)

https://www.starnetlibraries.org/2020/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BW_whale-tail.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Double-Length-Waterproof-Mounting-Lights/dp/B08W1W3H6Z/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=1IQM46PO485B&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SMtmzJmf5BtL3LhCpGl5V6LwM5BXBaia7oqUWx4FcCAp4TTsUfvxq7xJ7LliBXWypF01y2twIG3_z_qubnf36WhzeI-Rj6359gvmF_mtWEQtF3jUFYwhLL4aovuvhQDl_3TaasSXWrCbASwRAgxmQuAkL3zvv9VoFp6zXXYRKQRI7yRZVHeZotxxWnW_iJuHxBAPCqceKCP7JAQYEv080b5qv-26tw-rVnK9ULFdmQ6_fF0e1vAwe1dWoz1GUBqBUAfb932hJG40ckIDLXtlnOgeo4dDZg2h91imvQhRCHA.VEYc7cQtvVQaWTB108Ziq18ZeCkxybJI4CYQ7NcUUwQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=double+sided+tape+temporary&qid=1713983681&sprefix=double+sided+tape+temp%2Caps%2C1165&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Blu-Tack-S050Q-Reusable-Adhesive-75g/dp/B001FGLX72/ref=asc_df_B001FGLX72/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIh6bkjr3bhQMV405HAR089wu_EAQYAiABEgJrcfD_BwE&hvadid=198062181806&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl&hvlocint&hvlocphy=9028702&hvnetw=g&hvpone&hvpos&hvptwo&hvqmt&hvrand=17556635104366102961&hvtargid=pla-321151331657&linkCode=df0&mcid=2efe7e0dc4f335f8b2d4080461d32005&psc=1&tag=hyprod-20
https://www.amazon.com/ScotchBlue-Painters-Multi-Use-94-Inch-60-Yard/dp/B00004Z4CP/ref=sr_1_5?crid=2G7G2TXQ4ERDS&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._LgCG3lfUjyjis9nh4uimYUltzGb1_dd4kHpNG-H28f9aOkNokZNI2FcnT8CVQYVZ0k37DK0JyMakCDLR5XxPy_tqRl-ZyEOlB8ssvktF59GNikuXy584Kf3VaWnAzgT4iU1dlDdUu8rW2rIvP8xIsz6a-hk26oI5qmq4kQgsG8W8OekRPNSFAVapgNHyAvUL0CREHVTGe98B6GSWdcB_0t9l_lU6AMCQgi1z5QyA4_4srRuTjoVRGkkIgoZlK1UyHxTmKavpCI02DXEI1C0YyHgZKkt_o51vklzLP6CtM0.u_i8YUGZ1m9mQeLbxge9koxU00jJNrI5cAdRGNrVZPs&dib_tag=se&keywords=painters+tape&qid=1713984486&sprefix=painters+tape%2Caps%2C221&sr=8-5
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FIN-TASTIC FUN! 
INSTRUCTIONS

1.	 Measure out the 26ft x 10ft wall space needed for the printed mural.
2.	 Print out the mural file. Ensure your printer settings are set to "actual size" so your masterpiece 

comes out just right. No shrinking or enlarging allowed!
3.	 Stick a piece of double-sided tape to each corner of each page. Be sure to keep the pages in order so 

there is no confusion when placing on the wall later.
4.	 Take the printed pages and layout instructions to your designated wall space.
5.	 Peel off the backing of the tape on the first page and place it on the topmost left corner of the wall. 

Our mural journey has officially begun!
6.	 The layout instructions are written row by row. Keep placing the mural up according to the 

instructions until the very last row.
7.	 Set up a colorful corner with crayons, markers, and another copy of the printed blue whale 

tail mural pages. Let your library guests unleash their inner artists and create their own mini-
masterpieces to place on top of the mural. Let’s turn that mural into a sea of creativity!

Step 3: Tape placement example Step 5: Mural starting placement Step 6: Mural layout in progress

Extension Activities:
•	What if patrons don’t have enough time to color in the animal 

they want? Offer them a single-page animal to take home.

•	Have patrons guess how big an animal is compared to the 
25ft blue whale tail. They can check their answers against the 
measurements page offered.

•	Want to make this a more engaging activity? Let patrons draw 
their own animal on the blank pages within the printed blue 
whale tail mural. Ask them to look up the size of the animal. 
Would it fit on the blank pages? Does it go past the pages so 
they can only draw a small portion of it? Encourage them to 
look at sources within the library.

26 ft 26 ft

10 ft 10 ft

Start at the 
topmost left 
corner

Height ranges from 1.83 
to 2 feet 

Labrador 
Retriever

Scan the QR 
code to see the 

other animals 
you can color!

Scan the QR 
code to see the 

other animals 
you can color!

House Cat
Height ranges from 9.1 to 10 inches

Scan the QR 
code to see the 
other animals 
you can color!

Lake Sturgeon
Length ranges from 4 to 6 feet

Scan the QR 
code to see the 
other animals 
you can color!

 25 ft 

Labrador Retriever

House Cat

River Otter

Raccoon

Long-Nosed Bat

Sandhill Crane

Lake Sturgeon
Grizzly Bear

Crystal Jelly�sh

Nine-Banded Armadillo

 3 in 

2 ft

  10 in 

 2.5 ft 

 3.3 ft 

 5 ft 

 5 ft 

2.5 ft

1.38 ft

5.35 in 

https://www.starnetlibraries.org/2020/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BW_single-page-animals.pdf
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/2020/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BW-Animal-measurements.pdf
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