
Libraries as Community 
Hubs for Citizen Science
Planning for 2023 Citizen Science 
Month in April!



A global movement that enables people from 
all walks of life to collaborate with scientists by 

participating in real scientific research.

It’s how people can make an impact on issues 
they care about! 

What is        
citizen science?

scistarter.org/citizen-science

https://scistarter.org/citizen-science


A growing network of libraries and other 
community-based organizations dedicated 
to engaging their communities in citizen 
science managed by Arizona State 
University, SciStarter and the National Girls 
Collaborative Project.  

Sign-up at scistarter.org/library-network

The National Citizen and Community 
Science Library Network



Celebrating Citizen 
Science Month!

Citizen Science Month is a month long 
celebration of citizen and community 

science in April featuring thousands of events 
hosted by librarians and community organizers 

like you! 

citizensciencemonth.org



Planning for Citizen Science Month

Add 
Events

Choose 
Projects

Plan 
Events

Introduce 
Citizen 
Science

Promote 
Events



Introduce Citizen Science 
Downloadable materials make it easy.

Rack 
Cards

Fliers &  Bookmarks

Posters

citizensciencemonth.org/resources



Add example of low 
moderate  

Citizen Science Display: 
Waldport Public Library



Citizen Science Storytimes 
and Book Clubs!

Waldport Public 
Library YouTube - PBS Books: Field Guide to Citizen Science

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8vUqFzammoA


Or Simply Introduce Citizen Science 
to Library Users!

Slides and speaker’s notes to 
facilitate an introduction to citizen 

science event. Cobrand or adapt to 
fit your needs.

Online, interactive module 
created by instructional designers 

at Arizona State University.

SciStarter.org/training

SciStarter.org/library
-training

Part 2 for library facilitators

https://scistarter.org/library-training
https://scistarter.org/library-training


Choose Citizen Science Projects 
Ask your community what topics interest them!

● Host a listening session.
● Use the project finder. 
● Send out a survey. 
● Connect with local civic 

leaders, scientists and 
citizen scientists. 

● Check out 
Scistarter.org/people-finder
to make connections in 
your area. 

scistarter.org/project-finder

https://scistarter.org/people-finder


Choose accessible and 
engaging projects. 

Outdoor Indoor

NASA GLOBE Observer - Help forecast the risk of mosquito-
borne illness and “ground truth” satellite data; app also hosts 
GLOBE Trees, Clouds, and Land Cover.

Stall Catchers - Speed up Alzheimer’s research by reporting 
clogged blood vessels in movies of mouse brains in an online 
game.

Great Sunflower Project - Observe any outdoor plant and 
count pollinators; Pollinators; Printable data forms available.

Project Sidewalk - Contribute sidewalk  accessibility 
information using Google Street View.

iNaturalist - Explore and document nature;  Biodiversity; app-
based.

Zooniverse projects - We suggest Nest Quest Go!; Transcribe 
historic records from nesting birds in North America.

Globe at Night - Report light pollution while stargazing; 
Astronomy; Evening; Printable data forms available.

Instant Wild - All projects classify species in camera trap 
images from different places around the world.

Monitoring Air Quality - Record local air quality using a 
portable sensor.

Assessing Indoor Air Quality - Monitor CO2 levels to 
determine is ventilation is adequate; currently a pilot program 

ISeeChange - Share observations of weather and climate near 
you; app-based reporting.

STAR Net Citizen Science Collection - Choose from a variety 
of citizen science activities from vetted and trusted sources. 

https://scistarter.org/library-kits/mapping-mosquito-habitats
https://scistarter.org/Affiliates/stall-catchers-Affiliates
https://scistarter.org/library-kits/observing-pollinators
https://scistarter.org/project-sidewalk
https://scistarter.org/library-kits/exploring-biodiversity
https://scistarter.org/finder?phrase=Zooniverse&filters=4
https://scistarter.org/nest-quest-go
https://scistarter.org/library-kits/measuring-light-in-the-night
https://scistarter.org/finder?phrase=Instant+Wild&filters=4
https://scistarter.org/library-kits/monitoring-air-quality-kit
https://scistarter.org/library/indoor-air
https://scistarter.org/Affiliates/iseechange-Affiliates
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uyGkNDXQJ0GicqLWMd2VG5Q_0LyfhVkAMSIzLVB04B4/edit


Embed the Project Finder On Your 
Library’s Website 

Make it easy to convert your website viewers to 
doers!

Go to SciStarter.org/widget/new:

1. Select the search filter and styles you want.
2. Add the generated widget embed code to your 

website.
3. And just like that, your community will find up-to-date, 

awesome citizen science projects from SciStarter.

https://scistarter.org/widget/new


Hosting Citizen 
Science Events



Invite a Speaker

● Expand your idea of a subject-matter 
experts. 

● Find speakers on SciStarter.org/people-
finder, FabFems, NASA’s Night Sky 
Network, who could attend in-person or 
virtually.

● Have citizen science kits on display that 
your audience can borrow. 

● Have computers ready for your audience 
to sign-up for SciStarter and participate in 
projects.

Invite subject-matter experts to 
inspire and inform your audience!

https://scistarter.org/people-finder
https://scistarter.org/people-finder
http://fabfems.org
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://scistarter.org/library-kits


Individual Kit Building Guide pages 
(includes downloadable guide): SciStarter.org/library-build-a-kit

Citizen Science Kits

https://scistarter.org/library-build-a-kit


● Organize a meeting at a local park or forest. 
● Invite local subject expert staff from federal, state 

or city parks to help identify habitats and species.
● Check out the INaturalist guide to developing a 

BioBlitz to plan your event today.
● Have tablets ready with the iNaturalist app for 

your audience to add their data.
● Have an Exploring Biodiversity kit on display that 

your audience can borrow. 

A BioBlitz is an event in which teams of 
volunteers work together to find and 
identify as many living species of plants 
and animals as possible. 

Host a BioBlitz

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/bioblitz+guide
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/bioblitz+guide
https://scistarter.org/library-kits/exploring-biodiversity


● Make it a daytime star party by highlighting other things in 
the sky, like the sun or clouds. 

● Invite volunteers from a local astronomy club, NASA’s 
Night Sky Network, International Dark Sky Association

● Check out NASA’s Guide to Hosting a Start Party to plan 
your event.

● Search the STAR Net STEM Clearinghouse or NASA’s 
Universe of Learning for astronomy related resources and 
STEM activities.

● Have tablets ready with the Globe at Night or NASA’s 
GLOBE Observe app

● Have a Measuring Light in the Night kit available to 
demonstrate using the sky quality meter.

A Star Party is a gathering of amateur astronomers and curious people 
for the purpose of observing objects in the sky. 

Host a Star Party

https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://www.darksky.org/
https://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/informal/features/F_Host_a_Star_Party.html
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/
https://www.universe-of-learning.org/resources
https://www.universe-of-learning.org/resources
https://scistarter.org/library-kits/measuring-light-in-the-night


Host a Pollinator Event
Many libraries are hosting events to support 
pollinator health and citizen science projects like The 
Great Sunflower Project and iNaturalist.

• Invite a master gardener or beekeeper. Contact your state’s 
university extension office. Master Gardener Directory and 
American Beekeeping Federation.

• Use the detailed pollinator coloring page (English), (Spanish) 
to learn about the different pollinators.

• Use the simple pollinator coloring page (English), (Spanish) 
for younger participants.

• Use the Pollinators and Food (English), (Spanish) worksheet 
to learn how pollinators help in the production of healthy food.

• Have a Zombee Hunting kit on display that your audience can 
borrow.

• Find flowering plants around the library or nearby park to hold 
a Great Sunflower Project data collection event using the 
Observing Pollinator kit.

https://ahsgardening.org/gardening-resources/master-gardeners/?state=az
https://www.abfnet.org/default.aspx
https://scistarter.org/go/pollinators-coloring-en
https://scistarter.org/go/pollinators-coloring-es
https://scistarter.org/go/pollinators-coloring-simple-en
https://scistarter.org/go/pollinators-coloring-simple-es
https://scistarter.org/go/pollinators-worksheet-en
https://scistarter.org/go/pollinators-worksheet-es
https://scistarter.org/library-kits/zombee-hunting
https://scistarter.org/library-kits/observing-pollinators


Other event ideas

● Host a workshop for youth
● Host a project marathon

Poll: Which event type do you want to 
know more about?

Are there other types of citizen science 
events that you’ve hosted?



STAR Net Resources 
for Planning Citizen 

Science Events









Solar Eclipse Activities for Libraries 

● Getting Started with SEAL blog post
○ Register for free solar viewing glasses 

and SEAL Newsletter
○ Links to virtual trainings
○ Eclipse science resources and more!

● SEAL Spring Trainings
○ Citizen Science Eclipse Programming
○ Apr 12, Apr 25, May 4, May 16

https://community.starnetlibraries.org/get-started-with-seal/
https://community.starnetlibraries.org/seal-citizen-science-registration/


Resources
● STEM Activity Clearinghouse

○ Eclipse Activity Collection
○ Citizen Science Collection
○ Much, much, more

● Finding partners
○ Solar System Ambassadors 
○ Night Sky Network
○ Eclipse Subject  Matter Experts 

(coming soon!)

http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/180-solar-eclipse-activities-for-libraries
http://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/134-citizen-science


Add & Promote Your Event 

SciStarter.org/events
- Help people learn about your event
- Help us measure collective impact 
- Access to ASU evaluation tools and data



Upcoming Webinars & Opportunities

SciStarter.org/library-events

All Together Now™: Citizen Science in 
Your  Summer Reading Program

March 29, 2023
11am Pacific/2pm Eastern

Poll: When is the best time for us to host professional development events for you to be able to attend?



Thank you!
Visit citizensciencemonth.org and 
complete the post-webinar survey.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9PDqg6puoAuwMOHelF_KEH8onytb6Uquyl2dDRUgSgshQkw/viewform
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