
Celebrate Citizen Science with SciStarter 
and STAR Net

March 30, 2021 

The webinar will begin at 12:00 p.m. (MT) and will be recorded. 

While you’re waiting
1) Find the toolbar – it will either be on the bottom or top of your Zoom 

window
2) Introduce yourself in the chat box (please select “Share with Panelists and 

Attendees” not “Share with Panelists”) 
3) Click audio “Join by Computer” – you won’t have microphone access

Tip for viewing: You can resize and move the location of the video and slide 
screens by clicking and dragging them



● Caroline Nickerson (SciStarter)
● Laurie Fitzgerald (St. Charles City-County 

Library, MO)
● Judy Brown (San Miguel Library, a branch of 

the County of San Luis Obispo Public 
Libraries, CA)

● Barbara A. Shatara (Fletcher Free Library, 
VT)

● Katie Johnson (Lummi Island Heritage Trust, 
Partner of Whatcom County Library System, 
WA)

Facilitator Introduction



• Welcome/Intro
• What is Citizen Science?
• SciStarter Overview
• Libraries as Hubs for Citizen Science
• Citizen Science Month 2021
• Library Showcases
• Citizen Science Resources
• Discussion and Q&A

Today’s Agenda







Citizen Science
A collaboration between scientists and 
those of us who are curious, concerned, and 
motivated to make a difference.

It’s how people can make an impact on 
issues they care about...and help science!



Millions of 
people enjoy 
science and 

nature.

Millions of 
people enjoy 
science and 

nature.



Thousands of 
scientists need 

volunteers.

Thousands of 
scientists need 

volunteers.



But they can’t find 
each other. 

But they can’t 
find each other.



We

connect

them

We
connect
them.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CN9kcFxUPi0


SciStarter connects citizen scientists to over 3,000 
projects, events, and tools.

“SciStarter is the Amazon.com of Citizen Science,” Carl Zimmer, Discover Magazine



Source: Dr. Caren Cooper
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Because of citizen scientists, we now know….

● Bird populations have declined by 50% 

● Birds are breeding earlier

● 50+ types of bacteria live in your belly button

● The first flowering of 19 species of plants has moved 9 days earlier 
over the past decade

● There’s a new type of aurora in the night sky (and the citizen scientists 
named it Steve!)

● There’s another Jupiter-sized planet 

● Invasive mosquito species have arrived in Germany

● Plus...in one weekend in 2019, citizen scientists accomplished 2,566 
research hours, or 3.5 months of lab-equivalent research time, for an 
Alzheimer’s research project



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xFiSQ6nQ7U


SciStarter.org/library-resources

https://scistarter.org/library-resources






SciStarter.org/library



Citizen Science 
Month
“Informing and engaging the public on the core principles 
and practices of citizen science and amplifying 
opportunities to participate through public libraries, 
community-based organizations, and other trusted 
partners during April.”

CitizenScienceMonth.org



From CitSciDay to CitSciMonth

● First Citizen Science Day: April 2016

● Events at the USA Science and 
Engineering Festival in collaboration 
with the National Park Service, City 
Nature Challenge, SciStarter, and the 
Federal Community of Practice

● Citizen Science Association: CitSciDay 
Working Group

● Stall Catchers Megathon in 2019: 1,500 
citizen scientists completed 3.5 months 
of research in one weekend.

● CitSciMonth April 2020: Over 100 
events 



Crowdsourcing and Citizen Science: 
A National Library of Medicine Priority 

Open Source Online 
Tutorial in English and 

Spanish
Increase Diversity 

in Participation 
Featured Citizen 
Science Projects

SciStarter.org/nlmSciStarter.org/NLM



joinallofus.org/nlm 



What is Precision Medicine?

Precision medicine is an emerging 

approach for disease treatment and 

prevention that takes into account 

individual variability in lifestyle, 

socioeconomics, environment, and 

biology.

It is a radical shift in how each of us 

can receive the best care possible 

based on our unique makeup.

32

Environment

BiologyLifestyle



Precision Medicine in Real Life

Prescription

Eyeglasses

Insulin 

Pump

Hearing 

Aid

Blood

Transfusions

Right treatment for the right person:



https://blog.scistarter.org/2021/01/h
ow-one-million-volunteers-could-
one-day-revolutionize-medicine/

https://blog.scistarter.org/2021/01/how-one-million-volunteers-could-one-day-revolutionize-medicine/


joinallofus.org/nlm









https://media.scistarter.org/curated/The+Library+and+Community+Guide+to+Citizen+Science.pdf 



CitizenScienceMonth.org







#CitSciMonth

CitizenScienceMonth.org



SciStarter.org/nlm

Make a SciStarter 
Account!



SciStarter.org/nlm

Image credit: Samantha 
Lloyd



Citizen science project: Globe at Night

Monitor light pollution by 
observing the night sky. 



Citizen science project: The Great Sunflower Project

Count pollinators to track 
their population numbers.



Citizen science project: Stall Catchers

Play a game to accelerate 
Alzheimer's research.



Citizen science project: ISeeChange

ISeeChange is a global 
community of people like 
you who are documenting 
the real-life effects of 
climate change and 
contributing to solutions.



Citizen science project: Debris Tracker

Debris tracker empowers 
you to fight plastic pollution
by recording the litter you 
see in your community.

Image credit: Rich Blinkinsoop



CitSciMonth for researchers: Find participants.

● Add your project to SciStarter: SciStarter.org/add
● Create an event during CitSciMonth: 

SciStarter.org/add
● Co-host that event with SciStarter (join Thursday 

office hours to discuss!): 
CitizenScienceMonth.org/MailingList

● Use the People Finder to invite folks to your event: 
SciStarter.org/People-Finder



CitSciMonth for community leaders: Turn your 
community’s curiosity into impact.

● Find a project to feature for your community! 
CitizenScienceMonth.org

● Leverage the Introduction to Citizen Science Tutorial with 
your community: SciStarter.org/NLM

● Add an event to SciStarter: SciStarter.org/add
● Co-host that event with SciStarter (join Thursday office 

hours to discuss! We can help find speakers, etc): 
CitizenScienceMonth.org/MailingList

● Use the People Finder to invite folks to your event: 
SciStarter.org/People-Finder



CitSciMonth for individuals: Do citizen science.

● Find an event or project to participate in! 
CitizenScienceMonth.org

● Keep track of your participation to SciStarter 
Affiliate Projects in your Dashboard: 
SciStarter.org/Affiliates & SciStarter.org/Dashboard

● Learn something new from an event, blog, or 
podcast on SciStarter. Have fun & make a difference! 
CitizenScienceMonth.org



CitSciMonth 2021: April 

● We’re here to help. 

● Sign up for a global social media takeover: 
bit.ly/CitSciMonthTakeover

● Go ahead and get your event on the calendar: SciStarter.org/add

● Sign up for facilitator updates and join office hours. Ask for 
SciStarter’s help (use of webinar account, promotional support, etc) 
in office hours: CitizenScienceMonth.org/MailingList

● The CitSciMonth hub, for the public and facilitators: 
CitizenScienceMonth.org



Partners



Join a fun event!



Join a fun event!

http://bit.ly/Gaming4ScienceDay

http://bit.ly/Gaming4ScienceDay


Join a fun event!



Inspirational examples!

● Laurie Fitzgerald (St. Charles City-County 
Library, MO)

● Judy Brown (San Miguel Library, a branch of 
the County of San Luis Obispo Public 
Libraries)

● Barbara A. Shatara (Fletcher Free Library)
● Katie Johnson (Lummi Island Heritage Trust, 

Partner of Whatcom County Library System)



From the St. Charles City-County Library in St. Charles MO -

website - MYLIBRARY.org

Discover Science Classes Wonderful Science Databases

http://mylibrary.org
https://control-us.communico.co/
https://www.mylibrary.org/research-learn






Lummi Island Heritage 
Trust – accredited  

conservation 
organization

• Marine Debris 
Prevention and 
Education 

• Hummingbirds at 
Home 

• The Great 
Sunflower Project 

Citizen Science Month on Lummi 
Island, Washington

Island Library – Whatcom 
County Library System

• Resource headquarters
• Books, activities, data 

sheets & more!

Lummi Island Community 
Association

50th Annual Spring Roadside 
Cleanup

Island wide, community effort, 
fun for everyone!



Thank you!

Contact:
info@SciStarter.org



Discussion

What citizen science topics may be of 
interest to your community?



Link! 

SciStarter.org/LibraryNetwork




